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From: 

Sent: 
Subject: New America Comments on FCC's Proposed Spectrum Rights Giveaway to Broadcasters (Docket 

Naveen Lakshmipathy [Lakshmipathy@newamerica.net] on behalf of Michael Calabrese 
[Calabrese@newameric.net) 

Wednesday, February 08, 2006 1:18 PM 

05-312) 

New America Urges FCC to Reconsider Giveaway of Spectrum Rights at 
the Expense of Affordable Broadband 

This week, the New America Foundation and Media Access Project submitted comments-on behalf of 19 other 
prominent public interest groups and community broadband providers-in the FCC's pending proceeding on the 
broadcast industry's push to implement a Digital Television Distributed Transmission System (DTS), Docket 05- 
312. 

Yet again, the Commission is proposing to potentially give away billions of dollars in valuable spectrum rights to 
broadcasters at the expense of the public-and to deny the use of currently wasted TV band spectrum for WiFi 
and local wireless broadband networks. The implications of the rulemaking on broadcasters' utilization of the 
public airwaves are great-and carry enormous untold opportunity costs in the form of diminished spectrum 
availability for affordable broadband service which could be deployed on vacant TV channels under another, now 
stalled, FCC rulemaking (Docket 04-186). 

Under the FCC's proposed rulemaking, broadcasters would be given free reign to supplement their single high- 
power transmitters with networks of synchronized low-power devices. The FCC and the broadcast lobby frame 
this as a purely technical issue meant to increase broadcast coverage and provide better-quality service to over- 
the-air television viewers. In reality, it's a spectrum grab by licensees that serve a dwindling minority of U.S. 
households (only 13% of homes rely on over-the-air signals for primary TV reception). 

The NAFIMAP comments urge the FCC to carefully consider how DTS technology would impact the availability of 
"white space"-unutilized spectrum in the TV band that could be used to provide unlicensed broadband service 
under Docket 04-186. The FCC must weigh the cost of increasing the value of broadcasters' licenses against its 
stated goal of encouraging the deployment of affordable broadband services. The comments also argue that if the 
Commission moves to allow broadcasters to implement DTS and increase their coverage area, it should at least 
require an increase in public interest obligations from broadcasters commensurate with the increase in value to 
their licenses. 

We encourage you to take a look at the comments, located here. Once again, thanks for your time and attention 
to these important matters. 
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Sandralyn Bailey 6'5; 3 i /A 
From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

democraticmedia@democraticmedia.org 
Tuesday, February 14,2006 12:35 AM 
Michael Powell; Kathleen Abernathy; Michael Copps; KJMWEE; Commissioner Adelstein 
Stop the digital broadcast give-away 

From: Geoffrey Smith 

I oppose loosening the rules designed to promote and protect diversity of media ownership 
These rules were adopted to ensure that the public would receive a diverse range of 
viewpoints from the media, and not simply the opinions of a handful of media 
coriglomerates . 
And fur:her hand-outs to the big broadcasting companies is injurious to the national 
interest. We need responsible, public-interest TV and radio, not more dumbed down reality 
TV, garbage sit coms, and infotainment. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

democraticmedia@democraticmedia.org 
Monday, February 13,2006 4:23 PM 
Michael Powell; Kathleen Abernathy; Michael Copps; KJMWEB; Commissioner Adelstein 
Stop the digital broadcast give-away 

From: De'borah Jones 

I oppose loosening the rules designed to promote and protect diversity of media ownership 
These rules were adopted to ensure that the public would receive a diverse range of 
viewpoints from the media, and not simply the opinions of a handful of media 
c:origl ome r a t e s . 
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Sandralyn Bailey 

From: Ehnum@aol.com 

Sent: 

To: KJMWEB 

Subject: Media 

Monday, February 13, 2006 3:16 PM 

Dear Sir: 

cable TV threatens local public service and media accountability. We need open access, owner diversity, 
accountability, and community investment to support non-commercial media and communications. 

I urge you not to ignore media history and undermine the Public Interest. Attacking community franchising for 

Ermaline Hannum 
241 Placita de 10s Anillos 
Green Valley, AZ 85614 
ehnum@aol.com 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

dernocraticmedia@dernocraticrnedia.org 
Monday, February 13,2006 5:59 PM 
Michael Powell; Kathleen Abernathy; Michael Copps; KJMWEB; Commissioner Adelstein 
Stop the digital broadcast give-away 

From: Karen Stowell 

I oppose Loosening the rules designed to promote and protect diversity of media ownership. 
Tk.ese rules were adopted to ensure that the public would receive a diverse range of 
viewpoints from the media, and not simply the opinions of a handful of media 
conglomerates. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

democraticmedia@democraticmedia.org 
Monday, February 13,2006 6:08 PM 
Michael Powell; Kathleen Abernathy; Michael Copps; KJMWEB; Commissioner Adelstein 
Stop the digital broadcast give-away 

Frons: n masomurray 

I oppose loosening the rules designed to promote and protect diversity of media ownership. 
These rules were adopted to ensure that the public would receive a diverse range of 
viewpoints from the media, and not simply the opinions of a handful of media 
ccnglomerates. 

mailto:democraticmedia@democraticmedia.org


Sandralyn Bailey 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

democraticmedia@democraticmedia.org 
Monday, February 13,2006 8:56 PM 
Michael Powell; Kathleen Abernathy; Michael Copps; KJMWEB; Commissioner Adelstein 
Stop the digital broadcast give-away 

From: Julie Lamb 

I oppose loosening the rules designed to promote and protect diversity of media ownership. 
These rules were adopted to ensure that the public would receive a diverse range of 
viewpoints from the media, and not simply the opinions of a handful of media 
conglomerates. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

democraticmedia@democraticmedia.org 
Monday, February 13,2006 9:40 PM 
Michael Powell; Kathleen Abernathy; Michael Copps; KJMWEB; Commissioner Adelstein 
Stop the digital broadcast give-away 

Erom: jessica nelson 

I oppose loosening the rules designed to promote and protect diversity of media ownership. 
These rules were adopted to ensure that the public would receive a diverse range of 
viewpoints from the media, and not simply the opinions of a handful of media 
conglomerates. 

I helisve in government regulation when it comes to corporate interests. Please speak for 
a people who do not yet have one powerful, lobbying voice on this issue. 
Thank you. 

2 

mailto:democraticmedia@democraticmedia.org

